SERBD Public Meetings Summary –November 2007

SERBD Public Meetings Summary

Meeting 1:

Kilkenny 19th November 2007

Attendance: 15 people + 2 LA 
Group 1:  
General queries/discussion

How was SERBD structure set up? 

There is a need to be open about the information and the real problems for water quality– this will help LAs get funding

However with openness there is a responsibility to handle the information to avoid panic 

Development pressure - will take along time for infrastructure to catch up 

Ireland allows planning to take place before infrastructure – GB doesn’t

The EPA monitoring programme has errors – eg Nuenna river sample point is not downstream of the discharge points – also dependence on the county council data queried – there is a need to be able to stand over the data

LA have resource restrictions to deal with water quality

Water pricing policy should be considered – the one off charge for development is not adequate and for example does not cover running costs of treatment facilities 

Climate change affecting bird populations – the importance of protected areas is becoming more publicly acceptable

Municipal and Industrial WWTP
How many plants need treatment upgrades? 

Are upgrades able to accommodate the high level of development and growth in the district?

Abstractions

Groundwater sources are not well controlled

Water conservation should be considered eg the Kilkenny pilot

Septic Tanks

Do development schemes come into planning system – better control and guidance needed for creeping development?
Taxes have been invested for urban infrastructure – the same should apply to septic tanks in rural areas as the owner should not be unduly penalised

Dangerous Substances

There should be a tax on chemicals that affect septic tank operation

Protected Areas

There are still exemptions to SAC designations

Agriculture

Tillage, nutrients and pesticides are potential impacts in SE due to soils and practices
Group 2
General

Global warming is having an effect on habitats, specifically, and on the temperature of rivers.  

Abstractions

Effect of global warming combined with abstractions will be detrimental

Issue of Barrow as possible abstraction for Dublin- water levels in the Barrow have already reduced significantly in the past 20 years.  

Trans-catchment transfer of water shouldn’t b permitted.  Is already happening between the Slaney and the Barrow through the abstraction at Rathvilly for Carlow.  

Water conservation programmes

Water charges

The Eastern RBD Abstraction study:  should produce required average daily flows (ADF) required for good status.  Some studies work on average annual flow which is meaningless.  

Could dams be installed in the headwater regions to provide water supply for low-flow months?  

Water charges & leaks
If the consumer had to pay for water it would be treated differently. Less wastefully.  Currently, fully treated drinking water for toilets and farm cleaning.  

Rainwater should be harvested for use for such purposes, & for use in gardens.  

Until water conservation is incentivised, it won’t be conserved.  The plastic bag levy worked very well in reducing use.  A change of attitude is needed regarding water use.  

It is a standard condition of planning that each house built must now have a water meter.  

Issue of loss of water from leaking pipes.  Current leakage levels are unacceptable.  Problem is, if the system is if leaks are repaired in one section, it increases pressure elsewhere in the system and new leaks will occur.  Improving the infrastructure is a government resource issue and investment needed to implement improvements.  

If leaks were addressed, charging would be better received.  

WWTP
Macerators should be banned as they raise the BOD of the waste that needs to be processed by WWTPs.  Place added pressure on treatment plants.

The Kilkenny draft county development plan includes a policy discouraging the use of macerators.

Dangerous substances

Use of environmentally friendly detergents and house hold products should be encouraged through incentives

Septic tanks

Licensing of septic tanks should be brought in

Public participation

The project should include not just input from the public but their participation

A booklet/programme should be put together for children

A promotional scheme such as the “Race against waste” should take place for Water Matters

Pump-out Facilities

Not enough pump-out facilities are provided for pleasure boats on the River Barrow. There is one in Carlow Town Park but there is a need for more around Graiguenamangh (where last weekend there were 67 boats moored- and no pump-out) and other areas on the Barrow. If the council put them in then Waterways Ireland would maintain them.  

There is an impasse whereby Waterways Ireland will maintain if the Local Authority will install them as they are on Local Authority property. 

Agriculture

A seachange is occurring in the farming community- a new generation of farmers is bringing improvement to general understanding of environmental implications of management practices.  

The LAs commission the EPA to do river quality monitoring.  The results for Kilkenny, for example, are reviewed.  The last report identified the River Glory and the river Breagagh as having water quality problems.  Farm surveys have been undertaken and schedules of works agreed and commenced.  For the Breagagh, a programme of works is starting in early 2008.  

Barriers to continuity

Some small weirs can pose barriers.  \concern is not just to salmon but for Sea lamrey and other species also.  

Salmonid Waters’ Designations

Why is just the Nore main channel designated as salmonid? Many of the major tributaries should also be designated salmonid. 

Biological Monitoring

Some cross-checking between different countries methods used is necessary.  

Group 3

General

Funds needed to implement RBMPs

Increasing habitats and biodiversity would form a natural barrier preventing pollution from entering waters, for example siting artificial lakes to catch runoff from roads

Education on water conservation is very important

VAT reductions on eco-friendly goods

Climate change should be taken into consideration

Cobblestones or similar should be used rather than concrete in carparks and driveways

Septic Tanks
Kilkenny SPC wrote to the Minister of the Environment suggesting that grants be available for upgrade of septic tanks and for group water schemes. The Minister said he would consider this.

Wastewater and Industrial Discharges

It is important to separate sewage and storm overflow

Fines should be increased for industrial polluters

Abstractions

New homes should have sustainable urban drainage technology such as underground tanks for storing rainwater to be used for washing machines and to flush toilets or even just water butts. This requirement should be part of the planning process. Water pricing would provide an incentive to use these types of technologies.

The impacts on surface waters of groundwater abstractions should be considered.

Agriculture

Farmers should be encouraged to bio-digest their animal wastes for fuel

Alien Species

This is a very important issue which has ruined some waters in the southeast

Boating

Pump-out facilities are very poor in some areas and need to be improved
Meeting 2:
Portlaoise 20th November 2007
Attendance: 6 people

General queries/discussion

Why is the SE more polluted than other areas?

Previous development planning eg gateway towns has not taken account of water quality impacts

Good to have some positive information to give people

Who will adopt the plan?

Queries on how the blame for pollution is apportioned (agri sector) – background not adequately addressed.  

Municipal and Industrial WWTP

Concern over systems in the area for small populations

Separation of storm foul would help to prevent overflow

Some plants in Laois have seen large investment and improvements but other face lack of capacity due to development

Need to invest to allow future development

Farmers observe pollution from small plants (also licensed discharges)

Abstractions

Rainwater harvesting would be seen as a major benefit – farm organisations would support this type of initiative – find out about the Kilkenny pilot.  Reps 4 is out at the moment- the REPS scheme provides a good opportunity for encouraging the harvesting of rain water.  

Farmers are considering sourcing gw supplies for non consumptive use.  Farmers realise that using treated water for non-consumptive use is unnecessary.  

Water metering in a new scheme currently under construction in Ballacolla will provide info on domestic use – the all users are paying by volume.  This is a public-private-partnership project pumping water from gw/spring.  Any leaks will be readily apparent.  

Leakage reduction is being focussed on in Laois; currently stands at 50% leakage.  Laois is trying to get this down to 30% which is the best that can be attained in a rural scheme.  

Water Charges

Water charging policies were seen as supportable if the water was of good quality and people are paying for what they use rather than supporting other users.  It could be said that currently the feeling is that commercial users are paying for domestic users. 

Charging was acknowledged as necessary.  

Septic Tanks

Concern about the pollution contribution in some rural areas

Lack of LA enforcement on new installations. There appears to be no follow up on planning conditions.  

Cavan studies are of interest

Dangerous Substances

Effects of hormones that pass through treatment plants

P free laundry detergents initiatives should be extended to dishwashers

Protected Areas

What is the situation with the freshwater pearl mussel at Durrow?

Need to ensure that protected uses are kept (bathing fishing boating)

Agriculture

IFA are to make a national submission

The money invested in storage by farmers should be acknowledged (€1 billion) – evidenced by uptake in aggregates industry

Laois had a high uptake of grants – dealt with CoCo to get the applications processed

Approach to farm surveys seen as very good example including direct contact with farming organisations – there is concern that the legislation was forced from above and could be mis-used

Grant schemes suspended 2 month in – ineffective

REPS 4 has some new measures eg preventing animals entering the rivers but doesn’t include ability to look at alternative water sources (ditto grants not covering alternative sources)

Concern on statement of review in 2009 – what info will be available b that time

Low cost storage solutions should be incorporated in the plan – planners seem reluctant to accept these

Milk quotas are changing and cereal prices will dictate changes in practices

New REPS should encourage catch crops

Forestry

Acidification problems seen in some Slieve Bloom streams

Newer planting is different

Other issues

Boat pump outs – need to be operated consistently.  Joined-up thinking needed as currently there is an issue with too many parties involved and no clarity on who does what.  

Peat extraction has caused siltation problems

Road runoff – who will maintain SUDS?  There is a problem of settling ponds at roadsides not being maintained and toxic sludge building up.  
Meeting 3:
Clonmel 21st November 2007

Attendance: 15 people + 5 LA
Group 1
National Issues

Waste water treatment plants are regarded to be huge polluters

Ineffective enforcement:  

Old dump sites- closed landfills.  None of these sites are lined.  Just covered over with topsoil and left to leach into groundwater.  

Forestry is a major problem- trees planted right up to water course banks firstly, and secondly, the smothering of fish spawning beds when the forests are felled.  Similar problem with the Pentlands and sedimentation.  Removal of hedgerows has a similar effect. 

Local Issues

Loss of mayflies

Algal growth due to P enrichment

Toxic chemicals in the sediments of the Clodiagh near it’s confluence with the Suir.  

Quarry close to Clonmel contains toxic chemicals- EPA say it is contained but everybody locally knows that when it rains there is significant toxic spillage.  

Disposal of dairywashings in holed in the ground as a milk enhancer is used that is not safe to spread on grass.  
Raw sewage entering the Suir in Clonmel at the end of Anglesea Street

12 houses with septic tanks that are not working.  

Apartments in Clonmel town that are not connected to a sewer. There is a soakpit that needs to be emptied every couple of months. This is not emptied regularly enough and so spillage direct to the Suir occurs.  

Physical Modifications

The cleaning of streams

· concern regarding the effects of the OPW flood alleviation works on habitat and fisheries. 

· The river Anner- drained and habitat cleaned out of the river channel.  

Good things

Applauded the stopping of drift netting

The Gle:nary Stream was awarded the Iasc award.  

REPS is good for the protection of hedgerows for biodiversity but also prevents erosion from the land and sedimentation of fish spawning beds from occurring.  

Group 2
General

Resources needed in LAs. Should not just be paperwork. Need monitoring and maintenance. Proper training of LA staff

Antisocial behaviour in towns driving people out to the coutry.

Rubbish being dumped on river banks

Car washes should be investigated an monitored

Should be provision for the two Councils (North and South) to come together
Walkways by rivers should be maintained to improve people’s appreciation of rivers.  Access across land running by rivers should be permitted

Quarries

There should be one clear point of contact for the public when dealing with the LA or the RBDs.  The outcome of an investigation into a pollution event should be returned to the people who raised the issue.

There should be clear guidance with all the regulations brought in and there should be a list of the people responsible attached.  Advise similar to that given by Teagasc to farmers should be available for individuals when imputing a septic tank for example.

Hydropower is something that will become important in years to come.  There should be a clear guidance set out now before it becomes an issue.
Septic Tanks
Should be in appropriate areas not in areas where there isn’t any percolation.  The old practice wasn’t good.

Septic tanks polluting groundwater in the area

Should be doing investigations into septic tanks regularly

Should be registration or licensing

There should be mandatory testing to ensure they are working correctly

On site waste water treatment plants for nursing homes and small hotels may not be efficient systems and they should also be monitored.

Flooding

Development on floodplains

Draining of wetlands

Development takes precedence over everything

Group 3 
General queries/discussion

Resources are required – both people and finances

Growth in populations in towns has put all systems under pressure from water supply to treatment

Flooding is increasing – climate change – role of floods directive

Concern that the directive is going too far without considering the human needs and the sustainability arguments – eg pearl mussels more important then people

Public awareness - need for a national campaign with TV ads (tie to drinking water), hard to get support at public meetings unless there is an issue

Municipal and Industrial WWTP
Past improvement in treatment plant reduced water pollution which changes the fish stocks 

Poor investment in infrastructure – behind development needs

Sewerage sludge disposal needs to be considered

Trend in macerators increase loading to plants – could byelaws be consider (eg Dublin fats)

Abstractions

Water conservation measures should be included

Also alternative sources – see agriculture

Protection of water sources should be put in place

New drinking water regulations – EPA controls are ignoring the scale of the resource problem and demanding high standard drinking waters

Car washes – could water be reused?

Dangerous Substances

Usage in gardens, households, car washes – how far will licensing go 

Protected Areas

Concern the SPAs are too close to the river bank – not large enough area protected

Need to retain river ban habitat

Agriculture

Overgrazing problem in Comeraghs – has caused runoff and pollution problems

Links to precautionary boil water notice Glengary draining water source?– LA have taken action also stock levels noted to be lower than before

Farmers are investing in storage infrastructure – LA saw large increase in planning applications

Grants are being paid to leave area beside the river unfertilised – codes of good practices & REPS 4 initiative 

Restricting stock drinking points – can this be a national requirement?

Can alternative sources of water be provided for farm animals – well grants are limited is a public supply can be provided but this is treated water

Physical modifications

Overgrazing causing runoff and other drainage in catchments all contributing to increased spates and flooding

Concern on floodplain loss – eg Cappaquin

Other issues

Alien species must be addressed – some LAs are already taking an interest in these

Meeting 4:

Enniscorthy 22nd November 2007

Attendance 13 people + 2 LA

Group 1

General queries/discussion

Resources are required 

Enforcement required

Growth in population has put all systems under pressure 

Public awareness – people think there is no problem unless fish are dead – there is a food chain – if the bed is smothered the insects won’t be there for the fish

Continuous monitoring is required to prevent pollution

MIR

Sewerage systems in Co. Wexford performing poorly – upgrade proposals are out of date before they can be put in place

Private developments given permission subject to on site system – was found that some house were connected to the main sewer – Carlow council eventually took action – the issue is council putting developers funds over the environment – the proposed solution is that the council should sign off the completion before occupancy

EPA aren’t forcing the councils to act quickly enough even after pollution incidents

Plants are now going to be licensed

Abstractions

The Slaney suffers from very low flow at Enniscorthy in drought periods – prevents life migration & damages tourism

The main abstraction concern is at Rathvilly were water is transferred to the Barrow system

Also smaller abstraction issues – agricultural irrigation schemes/ Coillte– why aren’t these taking water and storing it at flood times for irrigation

Why can’t EU prevent catchment transfers?

Can Carlow obtain another source – groundwater being considered but high in nitrates

Dangerous Substances

Concern on the substances used in wash machines etc effecting septic tank operation

Agriculture

Concern that riparian zone spreading width in CoGAP was reduced – this is for some activities and the accuracy of spreaders has improved

Some farmers are spreading in breach of the closed season

Physical modifications

River needs some maintenance work to allow access and clear blockages but boards and councils are not interested – trust working on this themselves

Nore barriers to migration study is ongoing 

Septic Tanks

Restrictions are being put in place through planning requiring adequate land 

New technologies are available where sites require them

Other issues

Waste disposal – illegal dumping to the rivers is a particular concern – council undertake enforcement and had emergency response team in place

Quarry and cement plant washings overflowing to river

Group 2

General
Solar panels are a fantastic investment

There is a danger that people will grow tired of having their activities regulated

Algal blooms are a particularly unpleasant result of pollution to waters

People should be educated about the dangers to the environment of household chemicals

Abstractions

Abstraction from the Slaney, which started 25 years ago, is resulting in low flows which impacts on fishing, boating, recreation and the natural beauty of the river.

Water pricing for domestic use should be introduced but a fair system must be put in place

Grey water should be re-used in washing machines and to flush toilets

Households should collect rainwater

Any licenses for any abstractions should be made publicly available

Alien species

Alien species pose a great threat to the environment, methods for preventing them should be investigated
Group 3

General

Use of rainwater for cleaning.  There should be guidance available on what you can do

Septic tanks
Maintenance of septic tanks should be regulated and enforced

Maintenance schedule should form part of planning permission

Possible incentives for septic tanks improvements- a means tested grant system

Soil type in the Owenavarragh Catchment may lead to pollution from septic tanks as there is not enough percolation 
Alternatives such as group schemes should be looked at especially in problem areas. 

An Taisce counting of septic tanks incorrectly

Extra filtering of septic tanks

Group agreed with registration system similar to Cavan Bye laws

WWTP
Monitoring should be carried out by external body not by council.
Are reed beds useful?  Reed beds used in Ferns WWTP are not working very well. It needs time before it will work as it should.

Agriculture
Use of fertiliser now controlled by REPS.  The cost of nitrates and phosphate and nitrates has also increased so smaller quantities are being used

Nitrates Action Programme should be more aligned to actual weather than time of year. This summer there was heavy rain regularly and it was not a suitable time for spreading.

Silage run off is a major problem if it gets into river. This year the dilution was in the rivers but it should be closely checked other years.  
Possible sources of pollution in Wexford are smaller farmers who are outside the cross compliance schemes.  Used of round feeders in inappropriate areas.

Drinking Water

Ecoli in group water schemes

Should be alarm system

LA looking at paying a member of the scheme to monitor it and carryout routine maintenance.  

Dangerous Substances 
There should be an educational programme on the more environmentally friendly products
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