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LEIGHLINBRIDGE HOSTS MEETING OF NEW ADVISORY COUNCIL

A new authority for the South Eastern River Basin District Advisory Council (SERBDAC) held its first full meeting on Friday 28th April 2006, in the Arboretum Centre in Leighlinbridge, Co. Carlow. At this meeting Chairman Councillor Martin Phelan from Laois County Council welcomed 13 new members that had been co-opted following a public advertisement campaign. These members represent diverse groups with an interest in river basin management, such as farming, business, angling, academic, social and community groups.  The Advisory Council also co-opting a further 6 members to represent the views of municipal authorities (i.e. Borough and Town Councils).The SERBDAC also consists of two members nominated by each of the thirteen main constituent authorities in the South Eastern River catchment area (i.e. 26 members). The Council consists of 45 members and Carlow County Council being lead authority will provide all support services to the Council.

December 2000 saw the introduction of one of the most significant pieces of water related legislation in Europe to date: The Water Framework Directive (WFD) 2000/60/EC. The objective of the WFD is to protect and improve the status of all waters and achieve at least ’good status’ by 2015. It provides for an integrated approach to the protection, improvement and sustainable use of Europe's rivers, lakes, estuaries, coastal waters and groundwaters. The South Eastern River Basin District Project (SERBD) was the first Irish RBD established in 2002 to support the implementation of the Water Framework Directive (WFD). A key objective of the project is to establish a water quality monitoring and management system to provide the information required to develop a comprehensive River Basin Management Plan by 2009 for the South East. The plan will identify all significant impacts on water quality and quantity, set quality objectives and identify and put in place the necessary measures by 2012 to achieve those objectives.
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The WFD has set out a series of implementation deadlines leading up to the adoption of River Basin Management Plans by the end of 2009 as follows. 
· the transposition of the Directive into national law by end-2003 

· the identification and establishment of River Basin Districts by end-2003 

· the identification of the relevant "competent authorities" by end-2003 

· the establishment of a register of protected areas for each RBD by end-2005 

· the preparation of a comprehensive Characterisation Report in relation to each RBD by end-2005.
Ireland has adhered to all these deadlines with a high degree of coordination and cooperation between all relevant authorities and stakeholders.

Public Participation is one of the cornerstones of the WFD. Article 14 sets out the requirements to be met by Member States. Within SERBD Public Participation is an on-going, challenging and successful endeavour that continues to grow and evolve. This new Advisory Council forms part of this participation and has a major role to play. The purpose of the Council is “to consider matters relating to the preparation of river basin management plans and other matters relevant to the protection and use of the aquatic environment and water resources in the river basin district and to advise and make recommendations to the relevant public authorities’’ and will  provide a permanent forum to facilitate the participation of interested parties.  
Chairman Councillor Martin Phelan emphasised the ‘importance of everyone taking ownership for the protection, enhancement and proper management of our water resources’.
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The Council’s next meeting will be held on 15th September 2006l in Thurles.
Further information is available on the project team’s website at www.serbd.com or at www.wfdireland.ie






