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South eastern River basin District Advisory COUNcil

1st South Eastern River Basin Advisory Council Meeting

minutes

Venue: The Arboretum, Leighlinbridge, Carlow

Date: Friday 3rd March 2006 11.00am
1)
AGENDA

	General Meeting

	1. Introduction (John Mulholland, Carlow Co Co)



	2. Elections

· Chairperson of SERBDAC

· Vice Chairperson of SERBDAC



	3. Draft Standing Orders Report



	4. Adoption of Council Budget



	5. Co-option of Voluntary Members


	6. Water Framework Directive Presentation

· SERBD
Lisa Sheils SERBD Project Coordinator
· 

	7. Date of next meeting



	8. Any other Business


2) ATTENDANCE 


	Name
	Organisation

	Cllr. Martin Phelan
	Laois County Council

	Cllr. John Halligan
	Waterford City Council

	Cllr. Vincent Blake
	Wicklow County Council

	Cllr. Michael Brennan
	Carlow County Council

	Cllr. John Carry
	Waterford County Council

	Cllr. Eddie Creighton
	Limerick County Council

	Cllr. Mark Dalton
	Kildare County Council

	Cllr. Eddie Fitzpatrick
	Offaly County Council

	Mr. Sean Fitzpatrick
	Kilkenny County Council

	Cllr. David Daniels
	Waterford City Council

	Cllr. John Foran
	Offaly County Council

	Mr. Dara Kavanagh
	Wicklow County Counil

	Cllr. Roger Kennedy
	Tipperary South County Council

	Cllr. Seanie Lonergan
	Tipperary South County Council

	Cllr. Michael O’Brien
	Kilkenny County Council

	Cllr. Patrick O’Donovan
	Limerick County Council

	Cllr. Kevin O’ Keeffe
	Cork County Council

	Mr. John Power
	Wexford County Council

	Cllr. Oliver Walsh
	Wexford County Council

	Apologies
	

	Cllr. Mary White
	Carlow County Council

	Absent
	

	Cllr. John Bonham
	Laois County Council

	Cllr. John Hogan
	Tipperary North County Council

	Cllr. Pat Leahy
	Waterford County Council

	Cllr.. Martin Miley
	Kildare County Council

	Cllr. Sean Sherlock
	Cork County Council

	Cllr. Michael Smith
	Tipperary North County Council

	Present
	

	Mr. John Mulholland
	Carlow County Council_ Director of Services

	Ms. Eamonn Brophy
	Carlow County Council _ Secretary to SERBDAC

	Ms. Lisa Sheils 
	SERBD Project Co-ordinator, 

	Mr. Brendan O’Brien 
	SERBD GIS Manager

	Ms. Breda Spruhan
	Carlow County Council


	Agenda Item
	Item under discussion

	1.


	Introduction

Mr. John Mullholland, Carlow County Council opened the meeting. Apologies were extended on behalf of Carlow County Manager, Mr. Joe Crockett and Cathaoirleach, Councillor. Michael Meaney. He introduced Councillor Michael Doran Leas Cathaoirleach Carlow County Council, who represented the Cathaoirleach.

Councillor. Doran welcomed all those in attendance from the 13 Council Councils from within the SERBD. He briefly outlined the objectives of the Water Framework Directive (WFD) – to reach good status in all our waters by 2015 – (Rivers, Lakes, Coastal, Transitional, Groundwater and dependant wetlands). 
Mr. John Mulholland introduced Mr. Eamonn Brophy Secretary to the Council (SEO Environment, Carlow County Council) and Ms Lisa Sheils (SERBD Project Coordinator).He outlined the content of the information pack provided: WFD National DVD, SERBD Reports, Draft Standing Orders to be considered by members, Budget outline, List of Co-option Applications, Report shortlist of co –option applicants to be considered for approval by the members, meeting agenda.)

 

	2.


	Elections
Mr. Eamonn Brophy (Secretary) explained that the election procedure for Chairperson and Vice Chairperson was similar to Council elections. He explained that both must be members of a Local Authority. Each candidate must be proposed and seconded with their consent. If more than one candidate is put forward, a roll call and vote would be held and subsequent ballots would be conducted as required.

Election of Chairperson

Mr. Eamonn Brophy (Secretary) asked the members to put forward candidates for nomination to position of Chairperson

Cllr. Vincent Blake proposed Cllr Martin Phelan (Laois Co Co). Cllr. John Foran seconded. As there was no further nominations, Cllr. Martin Phelan was duly elected to the post of Chairperson of the South Eastern River Basin District Advisory Council. Cllr Phelan was invited to take the Chair.

Election of Vice – Chairperson.

The Chair asked the members to nominate candidates for Vic-Chairperson.  Cllr. David Daniels proposed Cllr John Halligan (Waterford City Council). Cllr John Carry seconded. As there were no further nominations. Cllr John Halligan was duly elected to the post of Vice-Chairperson of the South Eastern River Basin District Advisory Council. 
The Chair, Cllr. Martin Phelan thanked the Proposers and Seconders. He stated that the SERBDAC was a very important forum that will have a major role to play in water protection. Water is the most important commodity in the country and it must be improved over the coming years.

Chairperson & Vice-Chairperson elected

	3.
	Standing Orders Report.

Mr. Eamonn Brophy outlined the content of the Draft Standing Orders contained in the information pack.

It was agreed that this item would be fully dealt with in the next meeting when the full complement of the Advisory Council would sit in session (inclusive of co-opted members).
 Draft Standing Orders Deferred until 2nd meeting

	4. 
	Adoption of Council Budget:
Mr. Eamonn Brophy summarised the Budget report contained in the information pack. It is proposed that a budget of €30, 000 per year be allocated to the Council. This will cover administration costs, hiring of venues, publicity and expenses for non-elected members – for example SPC members, meals and non elected Co-opted members. Under the provision of Article 3(10) of the European Communities (Water Policy) (Amendment) Regulations, (S.I. 413 of 2003), the expenses of the District Advisory Council are to be refunded to it in proportion to their population of their respective functional areas lying within the River Basin District.   The constituent Local Authorities will be invoiced on a pro-rata basis to fund the activities of the Council. This budget will be reviewed after the first year.

Cllr David Daniels queried why LA Councillors did not get their expenses covered, when taking into account many have to take days off work to attend meetings etc. In his opinion every members should get their expenses covered.

Mr. Eamonn Brophy answered that a circular had been sent to each County Manager, explaining that the SERBDAC is not permitted to pay expenses to members who are members of a Local Authority. He stated that SPC members and non-elected co-opted members are entitled to expense claims. 

Cllr Michael O’ Brien (Kilkenny CoCo) queried whether all meetings of the Council were going to be held at this location or in Co Carlow.

Mr. John Mulholland answered that this issue should be dealt with at the next meeting. It is up to the Chair & Vice Chair to decide what is to be discussed on the agenda.

Cllr. Martin Phelan said the venue could be moved around the district and this should be discussed further at the next meeting.

Cllr Seanie Lonergan proposed the budget and Cllr John Carry seconded.

Budget adopted.



	5.
	Co-option of Voluntary Members to Council

Mr. Eamonn Brophy highlighted that the sitting members of the Advisory Council are required to co-opt additional members, under the European Communities (Water Policy) (Amendment) Regulation 2005 

He outlines the terms of the guidelines on co-option, the need for sectoral and geographical balance.  He also outlined the establishment of a selection committee to consider the applications and presented the recommendations of the Committee for the meeting.

Cllr. Kevin O’ Keeffe pointed out a typing error in the list of applicants. Mr. Tom Hanrahan IFA should be on list and not Mr John Hanrahan. 

This error was acknowledged and amended

Mr. Brophy highlighted the selection panel also recommended that the AMAI should be asked to nominate 1 member from the primary urban centres in the following counties:

Wexford, Kilkenny, Tipperary South, Laois, Carlow, Waterford.

Cllr. David Daniels proposed that all persons recommended for co-option be co-opted.

Cllr Roger Kennedy seconded.

13 members co-opted as recommended by panel

AMAI to be asked to nominate 1 member from primary urban centres detailed above.


	6. 
	Water Framework Directive & SERBD Presentation –

 Lisa Sheils SERBD Project Coordinator

Lisa Sheils (SERBD Project Coordinator) introduced the WFD by showing a brief synoptic summary of the new National WFD DVD produced to the Council. Ms. Sheils explained the content of the DVD and the information reports contained in the pack, produced by the SERBD project to date.

Miss Sheils gave a detailed presentation on the WFD 2000/60/EC and the SERBD Project Outlining its objectives and implications for the management of Irish waters in order to achieve ‘good status for all waters by 2015.

 Ms Sheils described what was involved in the key achievements to date and what is ahead for the future: 

2000 Introduction of WFD 

2003 Adoption of Directive into Irish Law 2003

2004 Establishment of 8 RBDs

2005 Characterisation of all waters in RBDs.

2006. Further Characterisation and Monitoring Programmes being established. Public Consultation

2008: Draft River Basin Management Plans

2009:  Finalise river basin management plan (incl. the measures necessary to achieve them)

2010: Introduce pricing policies for water use

2012: Implement a programme of management measures aimed at achieving good status by 2015

2015:Ensure that the river basin management plans have delivered the required environmental objectives
2021 First round of water management work ends
2027 Second round of management work ends. This is the final deadline for meeting WFD objectives
Ms. Sheils illustrated the role of the SERBD as the first and pioneering RBD. Ms. Sheils wished the SERBDAC success in their future work

Cllr Martin Phelan (Chair) thanked Ms. Sheils for her presentation and reiterated the sentiments expressed.

Mr. John Mulholland explained that part of our job is to make the 
message simple. Water Management Planning will be equally as

controversial as waste management.

He outlined that the monitoring regime would have bugetary implications in the

future. 

There will be a major impact on planning and future development plans

in 2008.
The Public Consultation process is a unique and important feature of the WFD. The network already described by Lisa Sheils and the future evolution of the latter is instrumental if the WFD is to succeed. 

A question from the floor: Queried why the OPW were not represented on the Council.

Mr. Mulholland replied that no State Agency is to sit on this Council, but is one of the major stakeholders (as indicated in Ms. Sheils presentation), involved at all levels within the WFD.

Cllr Vincent Blake – what level of monitoring has been done .and availability of this information. Also what cost implications are there in place for this.

Mr. Mulholland replied – Much of the information and data referred to is available from EPA reports. The EPA is the authority assigned to delegate duties to competent authorities. Decisions have yet to be made.

Lisa Sheils replied that there is a substantial monitoring network up and running by the EPA and other bodies.  Work being undertaken by the RBDs are further adding and  improving these networks.

Cllr.Patrick O’ Donovan – asked what the SERBD Project Budget was and if LA were responsible for financing any of its work.

Mr. Mulholland replied. There is a 8.5million euro allocation for the first 4 years of the Project. This is now coming to a close – present phased due to finish at end of March 2006. An additional 3 million euro covering an extension period up to 2008 has been requested. The DEHLG  fund the Project.

Mr. John Power: Questioned the Risk Assessment at Bannow Bay – Hook Head and Tramore.

Lisa Sheils replied that much of the RA was carried out using models which may result in data gaps (as outlined in the presentation) and that now in 2006 further characterisation, monitoring and risk assessment is being applied to these water bodies – testing the robustness of these models and increasing confidence if required. Yes there are areas of uncertainty – 1b and 2a categories and these are now being addressed.



	7.
	Date of next meeting

Cllr. Martin Phelan (Chair)  - Friday 28th April 2006. The Arboretum Centre, Leighlinbridge, Co. Carlow.

	8.
	Any Other Business
Mr. John Mulholland on behalf of Carlow Co wished the Advisory Council success in their endeavours. 
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