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Realising the potential of our river 
through the Ballinderry RIPPLE 

Project



The Ballinderry
RiverCounty

Tyrone/Londonderry
IRBD
Neagh-Bann
Catchment Area
430 km2
Length
47 km (Main channel)
Source
Camlough – Sperrin

Mountains
Mouth
Lough Neagh
Urban Centre
Cookstown
Catchment Population
~33,000



WHAT IS RIPPLE?
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How RIPPLE developed

• WWF Freshwater programme
• BFH – River Trust
• Ballinderry River Enhancement 

Project 2004-2006
• Identified need for a more 

focused public participation in 
WFD River Basin Management 
Planning

• RIPPLE focuses on Ballinderry
River system

• Three years funding from HLF 
in addition to WWF funds



Water Framework 
Directive in 
N. Ireland



Overarching goal of 
RIPPLE
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WHO IS BACKING RIPPLE?
The Advisory Committee –

linking the community with the decision makers

Cookstown District Council
CWSAN
CNCC
DARD – Countryside 
Management Branch
DARD - Rivers Agency
DCAL - Inland Fisheries
DoE - Planning Service

NIEA – Catchment Planning 
Group
NIEA – Catchment Officer
NIEA – Conservation, 
Designation and Protection
NIEA – Water Management 
Unit
LNLB Advisory Group
NI Water
Rural Community Network



What has 
RIPPLE 
achieved so far?
• Public engagement with help of 
Rural Community Network

• Discovering how we all value our 
river

• Creating a vision for the river
• !������������!������������!������������!������������
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• Discussing what needs to be done 
to achieve the vision

• Finding out who needs to be 
involved

• Investigating what the economic 
value of our river might be in a 
Northern Ireland and international 
context



REALISING THE VALUE OF 
OUR RIVER
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A Catchment of Diverse Use
49.5% - Improved grassland

10.2% - Arable horticulture

37% - Unimproved (peat 
bog, heath, woodland 
etc)

2.3% - Continuous urban 
and suburban rural 
development

1% - Inland water



A very important 1%...but why?

2000
Upper Ballinderry River 
Area of Special 
Scientific Interest
(ASSI)

2004
Upper Ballinderry River 
Special Area of 
Conservation (SAC)
Natura 2000 site



Amenity and recreation
Access both along and on the river creates opportunities for people 
to enjoy the river environment and promotes sustainable uses of 
the waterways



Education
Using the river as an ‘outdoor’ classroom provides facilities for 
young and old to learn about the river environment. 



Recreational fisheries
Angling tourism can attract many tourists to an area, benefiting a 
wide range of local businesses and tourism services. 



Fisheries habitat
River habitats are essential to sustainable ecosystems.  Fisheries 
habitat often plays a central role in river life.  Healthy, productive, 
habitats will be key to achieving ‘good ecological status’



Supporting rare species
Species diversity plays an important role in sustainable 
ecosystems, which in turn can bring benefits ranging from cleaner 
water to greater tourism revenue



Commercial fisheries
Fish, such as salmon and dollaghan, breeding in the Ballinderry are 
supporting commercial fisheries in Lough Neagh and the North 
Atlantic



Drinking water supply
Loughs and rivers provide drinking water to the local population
Precipitation over the catchment also recharges groundwater's



Pollution assimilation (Planned)
An unknown number of rural Septic Tanks and 25 WWTW 
discharge into the river – the river has the ability to assimilate this 
discharge through aeration, settlement and plant nutrient uptake. 



Pollution assimilation (unplanned)
The rivers ecosystem, to an extent, assimilate some of the point 
source and diffuse pollution we put into them.  Without these services 
nutrient loading could have a far greater impact on the river.



Industrial water abstraction
Water used for landscape or crop irrigation, livestock watering and 
water for manufacturing all promote good economic stability in an 
area – but can also lead to damaged rivers – balance is needed



Flood attenuation
Healthy, well managed, river catchments have the ability to lessen the 
impact of flooding by storing rainfall and slowing release of water from 
the land – reducing the need for costly flood alleviation schemes and 
insurance premiums



Energy
Potential energy creation by hydropower is becoming increasingly
popular both on a small and large scale as we look for alternative 
energy sources. 



Carbon sequestration
Maintenance of upland peat bogs and lowland raised bogs is 
essential in the catchments role of retaining carbon, that would
otherwise contribute to global warming



WHAT THE COMMUNITY 
VALUES MOST
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“We want better 
access along the river”
Access to enjoy the river and  be 
able to experience its features

Access that is user friendly

Access the provides facilities for 
local people

Access that promotes tourism 

Access that is agreed by all

Access that is sensitively located, 
designed, managed and 
promoted



“We want better 
understanding of the 
river environment”
Better understanding of our 
impact on the water cycle through 
our businesses and practices

More information about special 
plants and animals along the river

Better educational links between 
schools, businesses and 
environmental organisations

Promote river skills such as 
biological water testing

Use the Ballinderry as an outdoor 
classroom



“We want a clean 
river”
Less pollution and less litter 
going into the river

Co-operation between local and 
national government, businesses, 
landowners, households and 
visitors to the area

Local community involved in river 
monitoring

River Stewardship Schemes to 
encourage water friendly practices



“We want more wildlife 
in and along the river”
Wildlife corridors providing 
healthy habitats and creating 
better protection for plants and 
animals

Eradicate non-native plants along 
the river, such as giant hogweed 
and Japanese knotweed

Encourage natural flood 
management by reinstating wet 
meadows and flood storage areas

Increase biodiversity through 
habitat creation and species 
reintroduction



WHAT DOES THE RIVER AND 
RIPPLE MEAN TO THE 
COMMUNITY?
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Camlough



Crocheted whins



The river begins



Placid it passes through Dunamore





Otter



Wellbrook



Boulder buttoned flood



Snub nosed dollagahan



Fisherman cast and hope



Twirl into the merging dark Lissan Water



Surges through Ballinderry



Under the footgo



Into Lough Neagh at last



Silkily sliding



Tinkling and wrinkling



Rumbling and tumbling



This is the rivers song



Summary
• RIPPLE is engaging people in the development of an 

action plan
• That action plan will help achieve both local and national 

objectives – not least contribute to ‘good ecological 
status’

• RIPPLE is demonstrating that local people can get 
involved, be inspired and make decisions about their 
local water resources

• Realising the value of these resources is what helps 
people see the importance of healthy river systems and 
how this can benefit the community

• No-one knows the river better than the people who live 
and work next to it – see the potential, realise the value
and act together to achieve the objectives



Recommendations
• We should never under value :

1. How important a healthy river is for supporting eco-services

2. The potential for a healthy river to deliver socio-economic gains
3. The local catchment community and their bounty of knowledge skills and their 

ability to make things happen.

• RIPPLE is getting as many people involved in river planning as possible – this 
allows people from all backgrounds (community, business, government) to 
realise the value of our rivers – aim to get as many people involved as 
possible

• Work with networks such as your local Community Council or Community 
Forum to encourage sustainable development of waterways = better
amenities and eco-tourism

• Realise the value your river brings to your area and build on it in a 
sustainable way, promoting healthy rivers and thus more eco-service (vis a 
vis) 

• Work together , as a catchment community, to protect and enhance our 
waterways, not just because an EU Directives tells us to, but because there 
are proven social and economic benefits for local community and beyond



If you want to learn 
more about RIPPLE...
Mark Horton
RIPPLE Project Coordinator

Ballinderry Fish Hatchery Ltd
Orritor Road
Cookstown
Co. Tyrone
BT80 9ND

Tel: 00 44 (0)28 867 61515

E-mail: mark@bfhtrust.org

Web: www.wwf.org.uk/ripple


