Minutes of the South East River Basin District Advisory Council Meeting held on 20th February, 2008 at 11.00 a.m in the Newpark Hotel, Kilkenny.

Attendance:
    Cllr. Vincent Blake, Wicklow County Council,


     Mr. Michael Brennan, Carlow County Council, 


     Mr. Patrick F. Byrne, National Anglers Representative 



     Association,  
                             Cllr. John Carry, Waterford County Council,


     Cllr. D. Daniels, Waterford City Council,

                 Mr. John Fitzgerald, Irish Wildlife Trust,

                 Mr. John Howell, Coillte,
                             Cllr. Des Hurley, Carlow Town Council,
                             Mr. J.J. Kavanagh, I.F.A., 
                             Cllr. Roger Kennedy, South Tipperary County Council,
                             Cllr. Seanie Lonergan, Tipperary South County Council, 
                             Mr. Eamonn Moore, An Taisce, 
                             Cllr. Malcolm Noonan, Kilkenny AMAI, 
                             Cllr. Michael O’Brien, Kilkenny County Council, 
                             Cllr. Kevin O’Keeffe, Cork County Council, 
                             Mr. Fabirce Richez, Bord Iascaigh Mhara, 
                             Mr. Thomas Phelan, I.F.A.,
                             Cllr. Martin Phelan, Laois County Council, 
                             Mr. John Power, Wexford, 
                             Mr. Dominic Reddy, Irish Waterways Association, 
                             Cllr. Oliver Walsh, Wexford County Council,  

                             Cllr. Alan Price, Carlow County Council. 

In Attendance:     Mr. John Carley, A/Director of Services, Carlow County Council
                              Mr. Ray Spain SERBD Project Coordinator
Ms. Fiona O’Neill, Senior Executive Officer, Carlow County Council
                              Ms. Katie Murphy, Project Scientist, Mott & McDonald  Pettit 
                              Consultants.

                              Ms. Karen Roche, Project Scientist, Mott & McDonald  Pettit 
                              Consultants.



      Ms. Mairead Lennon, Carlow County Council
Apologies:   
      Dr. B. O’Regan, I.T. Carlow.
Absent:                 Cllr. John Bonham, Laois County Council, 


      Cllr. Gus Byrne, Wexford A.M.A.I., 
                              Mr. Henry Connolly-Rice, I.F.A.,
                              Cllr. Eddie Creighton, Limerick County Council, 
                              Cllr. Mark Dalton, Kildare County Council, 
                              Cllr. Pat English, South Tipperary County Council, 
                              Cllr. Eddie Fitzpatrick, Offaly County Council, 
                              Cllr. Sean Fitzpatrick, Kilkenny County Council, 
                              Cllr. John Foran, Offaly County Council, 
                              Mr. John Glynn, Irish Concrete Federation, 
                              Cllr. John Halligan, Waterford City Council, 
                              Cllr. John Hogan, North Tipperary County Council, 
                              Cllr. Dara Kavanagh, Wicklow County Council, 
                              Cllr. Pat Leahy, Waterford County Council,
                              Cllr. Martin Miley, Kildare County Council,
                              Mr. Laurence O’Brien, Laois County Council, 
                              Cllr. Kathleen O’Brien, Laois County Council, 
                              Cllr. Patrick O’Donovan, Limerick County Council.
                              Mr. Simon O’Mara, Trout Anglers Federation,  

                              Cllr. Michael O’Riordan, Waterford County Council, 
                              Cllr. Sean Sherlock, Cork County Council, 
                              Cllr. Michael Smith, Tipperary North County Council, 
The Chairman welcomed all members to the meeting.

1. Minutes

The minutes of the meeting held on 24th October, 2007 were proposed by Cllr. Oliver Walsh, seconded by Cllr. Gus Byrne and approved by the meeting.

There were no matters arising from the minutes.

2.
SERBDM Project Update 

Mr. Ray Spain outlined a presentation providing an update the following issues:

· SERBD Laboratory

· Public Consultation

· Hydrometrics

· Dangerous Substances

· Setting Chemical Quality Standards

· Surface Water Status

· National Groundwater Monitoring

· Monitoring of Groundwater

· Website

· Draft River Basin Management Plan

· Marine Monitoring

Mr. Spain’s presentation is available on the website: www.serb.com.
Cllr. S. Lonergan queried if the River Basin Management Plan would contain a river by river report.  In response Mr. Spain indicated that the report would be in subsections.  

Cllr. Gus Byrne asked if each Local Authority will be obliged to monitor surface water in the future.  In response Mr. Spain stated that there will be a need to monitor ground water which has not been done in the past.  He stated that surface water has been monitored in the past by Local Authorities.  Cllr. Byrne queried if additional staff would be required.  Mr. Spain stated that the staffing requirements for this were not known yet.  

Cllr. O. Walsh referred to the groundwater monitoring policy.  In response Mr. Spain informed the meeting that there were 21 boreholes and 5 spring sites.  He stated that the National Groundwater Monitoring group had chosen the site.  Cllr. M. Phelan asked if the new boreholes would be maintained for testing.  Mr. Spain stated that they would be maintained for testing but not for water abstraction.
5. Synopsis of Public Participation Meetings held in November, 2007

Ms Karen Roche outlined the procedure for the public consultation undertaken following the publication of the ‘Water Matters’ booklet and the issues that were raised.  Ms Roche’s presentation is available on the website: www.serbd.com.
Mr. Eamonn Moore stated that SWAN also ran information meetings where attendance was low but the quality of submissions received were good.  He stated that it would appear that the public are not ready to engage ‘Water Matters’ at this stage.  He stated that SWAN were exploring other options to try and engage the public in the process.  
Cllr. M. O’Brien stated that at the meeting in Kilkenny that Kilkenny County Council outlined the pilot scheme in Thomastown where more than 60% of water is leaking in the County.   He stated that it would require substantial funding from the Government to assist with resolving this matter.  He stated that the problems were in cast iron pipes and asbestos pipes which are expensive to manage in terms of replacement.  Cllr. O’Brien requested that Kilkenny County Council would give a presentation at the next Advisory Council meeting.  Cllr. M. Noonan seconded Mr. O’Brien’s proposal. 

Cllr. M. Noonan referred to the integration of the River Basin Plan with the County Development Plans and stated that there seemed to be a reluctance from Planners or lack of knowledge of alternative technologies available for example Rain Water Harvesting.  He stated the Advisory Council should provide direction in this regard.

Cllr. S. Lonergan referred to a developer who had been refused planning permission due to lack of water supply.  Mr. Spain informed the meeting that multiple extraction points would not be favoured by Local Authorities as it was difficult to protect small extraction points.  He stated that developers would require a licence in the future to abstract water.  Mr. J. Carley, Acting Director of Services informed the meeting that each planning application was dealt with on its own merits.  He stated that in Carlow where water improvements were underway the drilling of boreholes was accepted as an interim measure.  

4.
 Presentation – Agri-Environmental Schemes and water quality and mini-
catchments study in response to Nitrates Action Plan.
Mr. Ger Shortle from Teagasc outlined a presentation on the agri-environmental schemes.  Mr. Shortle’s presentation is available on website: www.teagasc.ie
Cllr. S. Lonergan queried whether livestock included cattle and sheep.  Mr. Shortle stated that it included cattle and sheep and includes claims for sheep.  Cllr. Lonergan asked if there was a Piggery in the area would this be taken into account.  Mr. Shortle stated that areas with large Piggeries were eliminated as they were subject to an IPPC licence granted by the EPA.  

Mr. E. Moore referred to the physical modification and in particular to roads and quarries.  He stated that he believes that Climate Change would lead to higher rainfall leading to floods etc.  He stated that the usual practise was to raise banks to prevent flooding and asked Mr. Shortle what his views were on this.  Mr. Shortle stated that areas which have non-agricultural use were eliminated.  He stated that reed beds were in areas where there was no agricultural activity.  He stated that the areas that had been selected would not have large flooding implications.  He stated that areas with large modifications e.g. roads were also eliminated.  

Mr. M. Brennan asked if water monitoring would be carried out in conjunction with the EPA or if there would be feedback communicated to the EPA.  In response Mr. Shortle stated that Teagasc would be carrying out their own monitoring.  He stated that the EPA were responsible for their own monitoring.  He stated that there would not be duplication of monitoring.  
Mr. J. Fitzgerald asked if information will be communicated to the Fisheries Board.  Mr. Shortle stated that information would not be distributed as there is a client relationship with the Department of Agriculture.  

Mr. T. Phelan welcomed the initiative from Teagasc and referred to the farm inspections being carried out by Local Authorities.  Mr. J. Carley, Acting Director of Services stated that the River Basin Districts were at present looking at training for carrying out farm inspections.  Mr. T. Phelan stated that there needed to be a joined up approach among all bodies in relation to the farm inspections. 
6. Any Other Business

Mr. R. Spain asked if there were suggestions for future presentations.  

7. Date And Venue of Next Meeting

It was agreed that the next meeting would be held on 21st May, 2008 in Dungarvan, Co. Waterford.  

This concluded the business of the meeting.

