Minutes of the South Eastern River Basis District Management Advisory Council Meeting held on 24th October, 2007 in the Riverside Park Hotel, Enniscorthy, Co. Wexford.
Attendance:
Cllr. Vincent Blake, Wicklow County Council, 




Mr. Michael Brennan, Carlow County Council,




Cllr. John Carry, Waterford County Council, 



Cllr. D. Daniels, Waterford City Council,




Mr. John Fitzgerald, Irish Wildlife Trust, 



Cllr. Sean Fitzpatrick, Kilkenny County Council, 



Cllr. John Halligan, Waterford City Council, 



Cllr. John Hogan, North Tipperary County Council, 



Mr. John Howell, Coillte, 




Cllr. Des Hurley, Carlow Town Council,




Cllr. Roger Kennedy, South Tipperary County Council, 



Mr. Eamonn Moore, An Taisce, 




Mr. Laurence O’Brien, Laois County Council, 



Cllr. Kevin O’Keeffe, Cork County Council,




Mr. Fabirce Richez, Bord Iascaigh Mhara, 



Dr. Brigid O’Regan, I.T., Carlow, 



Mr. Thomas Phelan, I.F.A.,



Cllr. Martin Phelan, Laois County Council, 



Cllr. Oliver Walsh, Wexford County Council.
In Attendance:
Mr. Eamonn Walsh, Director of Services, Carlow Co. Co. 
Mr. Ray Spain SERBD Project Coordinator

Ms. Grace Glasgow, Project Manager, Mott & McDonald  Pettit Consultants.
Ms. Katie Murphy, Project Scientist, Mott & McDonald  Pettit Consultants.

Ms. Karen Roche, Project Scientist, Mott & McDonald  Pettit Consultants.




Ms. Mairead Lennon, Carlow County Council. 

Apologies:

Ms. Fiona O’Neill, Advisory Council Secretary
Absent:

Cllr. John Bonham, Laois County Council, 
Mr. Patrick F. Byrne, National Anglers Representative
Association, 

Cllr. Gus Byrne, Wexford A.M.A.I., 
Mr. Henry Connolly-Rice, I.F.A.,



Cllr. Eddie Creighton, Limerick County Council,

   


Cllr. Mark Dalton, Kildare County Council, 



Cllr. Pat English, South Tipperary County Council, 



Cllr. Eddie Fitzpatrick, Offaly County Council, 



Cllr. John Foran, Offaly County Council,




Mr. John Glynn, Irish Concrete Federation, 



Mr. J.J. Kavanagh, I.F.A., 



Cllr. Dara Kavanagh, Wicklow County Council,



Cllr. Pat Leahy, Waterford County Council, 




Cllr. Seanie Lonergan, South Tipperary County Council, 




Cllr. Martin Miley, Kildare County Council, 



Cllr. Malcolm Noonan, Kilkenny AMAI,



Cllr. Michael O’Brien, Kilkenny County Council, 



Cllr. Kathleen O’Brien, Laois County Council, 




Cllr. Patrick O’Donovan, Limerick County Council, 




Mr. Simon O’Mara, Trout Anglers Federation of Ireland, 



Cllr. Michael O’Riordan, Dungarvan Town Council, 




Mr. John Power, Wexford, 



Mr. Dominic Reddy, Irish Waterways Association, 



Cllr. Sean Sherlock, Cork County Council, 




Cllr. Michael Smith, North Tipperary County Council.
1. Introduction
The Chairperson welcomed the Members to the meeting.

2. Minutes 

The minutes of the Advisory Council meeting held on 4th July, 2007 were proposed by Cllr. David Daniels, seconded by Mr. Michael Brennan and agreed by the meeting.

3. Project Update (Ray Spain)
See attached presentation.

Cllr. Blake asked what controls are on licensing of abstractions with Ray Spain replying that they were controlled under the Water Pollution Acts and the Water Services Act. 

Cllr. Blake asked is agriculture being unfairly blamed for pollution and is there statistics to show what are the main pressures. Ray Spain replied that it was having a very serious impact and that both it and municipal wastewater treatment plants being the big two. 

Cllr. Daniels asked if REPS 4 was improving water quality. Ray Spain replied that Teagasc had commenced research to look at this issue but results would not been known for some time. Cllr. Daniels said that REPS should be monitored for water quality improvement. Cllr. Phelan stated that REPS 4 was tighting up on environmental practices and that it required all water courses to be fenced. John Fitzgerald said that an article in the Kilkenny People showed the Barrow and Nore to be the most polluted rivers in Ireland. Ray Spain said that in the south east we have the biggest job in the country to clean up our waters. Eamonn Walsh said that this was only looking at one parameter and that all parameters needed to be looked at as a whole. 
4.
Presentation, Liam Smyth - Irish Concrete Federation 

See attached presentation.

Eamon Moore, compliance issue is general very poor except for the few. How much recycling is going on? What impact is all the road building having on quarries? Have any 3rd level colleges been engaged as resourceing partners? Liam Smyth, ICF have involved An Taisce at an early stage in the planning process and this has resulted in fewer objections. Quarries now have to abide by BAT but enforcement is slack – agree this needs to be improved and would be welcome by his members. Some small time quarries went from 1 lorry a day up to 40/50 a day and this led to problems as infrastructure was not in place. ICF wants everyone up to same level and operating to similar planning condition requirements. ICF partners Athlone I.T. in a quarry management course but there is also a shortage of experience hydrogeologists.   He has experienced EIS being prepared in 6 weeks when it actual should at least one year.
Cllr. Halligan asked if EPA is involved in impact studies? Are there closure plans and what is the impact of planning zoning? Liam Smyth stated that the EPA are only involved if there is mineral abstraction such as dolomitize limestone’s. All quarries which have received planning permission would have a closure plan. Proposed quarries greater than 5 ha need require an EIS. Planning needs to be given for long period not short 2 year review periods given by some local authorities.  Mayo gives permission for 50years . BAT principles are adequate to control over these longer permission periods. A rock quarry may cost €5 to 7m to outfit and if you are to invest at this level you must have some degree of certainty going forward. 
John Fitzgerald, how mush recycling of C&D waste is going on and what provisions are mage for landscaping. Liam Smyth, overburden is removed and stored to be reused in closure and landscaping. Very little C&D waste is old concrete, most is excavated soil/subsoil which generally cannot reused except in helping to restore after closure. Also engineers are very reluctant to specify recycled material. In all there might be 2m tonnes of recycled material compared to annual overall requirement of 150m tonnes.
Cllr. Hogan, has An Bord Plenala being restrictive? Liam Smyth, they are the best hope of consistency as local authorities are very varied. If EIS is up to scratch, a good hydrogeologists report, then usually not a problem. We are also working with Heritage Council and GSI through our EU representative on a number of projects. The ICF is proactive on both bio-diversity and heritage.
Cllr. S. Fitzpatrick, proposed 70 ac. quarry site close to me and Kilkenny CO CO have given planning for houses near by, this is poor planning. Going forward there is a great need for aggregate. What about private wells where there is deep quarries? Liam Smyth, wells looked at under template document/guidelines of IGI in EIS. Planning often requires alternative sources of water to be provided.

6.
Presentation of Guidance from DoEHLG on the preparation of River Basin Management Plans. (Grace Glasgow)
See attached presentation.

John Howell, the local authority resource requirements are huge, what is being done about acquiring same? Ray Spain, a proposal is being put to the DoEHLG through the CCMA to continue the RBD’s post 2008. Eamonn Walsh, there are significant resource issues such as the licensing of local authority discharges and application for funding will be made to the DoEHLG.  
John Fitzgerald, total impervious area, how are we going to deal with this? Grace Glasgow, the working group on morphology is looking at this. 

Cllr. O’Keeffe, has the nitrate regulations seen any improvement in water quality. Ray Spain, Teagasc have commenced a number of studies looking at this aspect but are not due to report for 4 years.

Cllr. Phelan, water harvesting needs to be looked at as a resource for farming, NPWS are not allowing local authorities to maintain river flows, river banks are been eroded and sand banks are building up which are probably not good for ecology. Michael Brennan, there is provision in the act to remove sand banks; the problem is with the method of removal. John Fitzgerald, the drainage problems affecting water quality is the legacy of 100 years of bad drainage practice.
Cllr. Halligan, could presentations be forwarded prior to meetings so that they can be prepared and could someone familiar with REPS give a talk at the next meeting.

6.
Date and Venue

Wednesday 20th February 2008, Newpark Hotel, Kilkenny
This concluded the business of the meeting.
All presentations and minutes of meetings on website at www.serbd.com
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