  Minutes of the South East River Basin District Advisory Council Meeting held on 21st May, 2008 at 11.00 a.m. in the Park Hotel, Dungarvan, Co. Waterford.

Attendance:
     Cllr. Vincent Blake, Wicklow County Council,



     Cllr. John Bonham, Laois County Council



     Mr. Michael Brennan, Carlow County Council, 



     Cllr. Gus Byrne, Wexford A.M.A.I., 



      Mr. Patrick F. Byrne, National Anglers Representative 



    
      Association,  

                             Cllr. John Carey, Waterford County Council,



     Cllr. D. Daniels, Waterford City Council,



     Mr. Sean Fitzpatrick, Kilkenny County Council, 

                             Cllr. Des Hurley, Carlow Town Council,

                             Cllr. Roger Kennedy, South Tipperary County Council,

                             Cllr. Seanie Lonergan, Tipperary South County Council, 

                             Mr. Eamonn Moore, An Taisce, 

                             Cllr. Michael O’Riordan, Waterford County Council, 

                             Mr. Thomas Phelan, I.F.A.,

                             Cllr. Martin Phelan, Laois County Council, 

                             Mr. John Power, Wexford, 

                            Cllr. Oliver Walsh, Wexford County Council.  

In Attendance:    Mr. John Carley, A/Director of Services, Carlow County Council,
                              Mr. Ray Spain SERBD Project Coordinator,
Ms. Fiona O’Neill, Senior Executive Officer, Carlow County Council,
                              Ms. Katie Murphy, Project Scientist, Mott & McDonald Pettit 
                              Consultants,
                              Ms. Karen Roche, Project Scientist, Mott & McDonald Pettit 
                              Consultants,


      Ms. Mairead Lennon, Carlow County Council.
Apologies:   
       Dr. B. O’Regan, I.T. Carlow, 



      Cllr. J Halligan, Waterford City Council, 



      Cllr. Alan Price, Carlow County Council, 


      Cllr. John Hogan, North Tipperary County Council. 

Absent:                 Mr. Henry Connolly-Rice, I.F.A.,

                              Cllr. Eddie Creighton, Limerick County Council, 

                              Cllr. Mark Dalton, Kildare County Council, 

                              Cllr. Pat English, South Tipperary County Council, 



      Cllr. Eddie Fitzpatrick, Offaly County Council, 

                              Cllr. John Foran, Offaly County Council, 

                              Mr. John Glynn, Irish Concrete Federation, 

                              Mr. John Howell, Coillte,     

                               Cllr. Dara Kavanagh, Wicklow County Council, 

                               Mr. J.J. Kavanagh, I.F.A.,
                               Cllr. Pat Leahy, Waterford County Council,

                               Cllr. Martin Miley, Kildare County Council,

                               Cllr. Malcolm Noonan, Kilkenny AMAI,
                               Mr. Laurence O’Brien, Laois County Council, 

                               Cllr. Michael O’Brien, Kilkenny County Council, 
                               Cllr. Kathleen O’Brien, Laois County Council, 

                               Cllr. Patrick O’Donovan, Limerick County Council.

                               Cllr. Kevin O’Keeffe, Cork  County Council, 
                               Mr. Fabirce Richez, Bord Iascaigh Mhara, 
                               Mr. Simon O’Mara, Trout Anglers Federation,  

                               Mr. Dominic Reddy, Irish Waterways Association, 
                               Cllr. Sean Sherlock, Cork County Council, 

                               Cllr. Michael Smith, Tipperary North County Council. 

1. Introduction 

The Chairman welcomed all members to the meeting.

2. Minutes
The minutes of the meeting held on 20th February, 2008 were proposed by  Cllr. Lonergan and seconded by Mr. Moore.
Mr. Brennan stated that at the previous meeting that Mr. John Fitzgerald had put a question to Mr. Ger Shortle of Teagasc asking whether the fisheries board have any involvement with the agricultural mini-catchment studies or are they being kept informed of results.  Mr. Brennan stated the Mr. Shortle had indicated no to both questions.  Mr. Brennan stated that he felt that this was unacceptable as they were a public service organisation in receipt of state monies and should be held accountable.  A conversation ensued between members to the effect that individual farmer results could and should not be made available but that overall results should be disseminated.  It was agreed that Mr. Spain would follow this matter up with Mr. Shortle.
Mr. Moore stated that EPA licences are required for significant developments and even if the river is already polluted such as the Burrin in Carlow which is the most polluted river in Ireland the license is granted which in effect grants them permission to increase the pollution load. He stated that this was in breach of the Water Framework Directive which is law in Ireland and states that their should be no deterioration in water quality. He stated that this had been discussed by the members with two main issues arising, firstly there needs to be better long term planning and secondly there is often no expertise used by local authorities in deciding on license applications. Ray Spain replied stating that the SWRBD are preparing a training course for local authority staff on how to process license applications and apply the relevant water quality standards.  Regulations incorporating new standards are expected to be published by the Minister shortly.

3. SERBD Project Update

Mr. Ray Spain provided an update on the project and informed the meeting of the following:
· A programme to install boreholes has commenced

· Monitoring of existing groundwater is ongoing.  This project was commenced by the EPA at the beginning of 2008

· The website has been updated to include minutes of meetings and presentations

· The National Advisory Council Conference will be taking place on 18th September, 2008 in the Lyrath Hotel, Kilkenny.  He informed the meeting that this conference would be a non-technical conference which would be examining the value of water to the community.  He stated that Mr. Dick Warner and Mr. John Feehan were confirmed as speakers on the day

· Guidelines from the Department of the Environment are still awaited in relation to the integration of the River Basin Management Plans.

Mr. Fitzgerald enquired whether groundwater monitoring is being carried out in conjunction with the Local Authorities.  In response Mr. Spain stated that the works did not involve looking for water supplies but examining rock types etc.

Cllr. Blake enquired if there was a deadline for the draft monitoring programme.  Mr. Spain stated that there was a programme for each year.  Cllr. Blake queried as to what percentage had been completed in the catchment area.  Mr. Spain indicated that the programme was on target.
Cllr. Phelan asked if there were issues with over abstraction. Mr. Spain stated that there were four areas nationally which may have difficulties with over abstraction.

5. Report on submissions received on SWMI 
Ms Karen Roche presented an update on the submissions received in relation to the ‘Water Matters’ booklet.  Ms Roche informed the meeting that submissions had been received in relation to the following topics:
· Wastewater and industrial discharges
· Wastewater from unsewered areas

· Agriculture

· Physical modifications

· Abstractions

· Landfills, quarries, mines and contaminated lands

· Dangerous substances

· Climate change

· Development Pressure

· Public participation

· Forestry

· Invasive alien species

· High quality areas

· Aquaculture

· Roads

· Marine and estuarine issues

· Water charging

Ms Roche informed the meeting that 10 National submissions had been received from:

· Waterways Ireland

· Irish Doctors Environmental Association 

· Failte Ireland

· Irish Concrete Federation

· Bird Watch Ireland

· Office of Public Works

· Irish Farmers Association 

· SWAN

· Forest Service

· Irish Wildlife Trust

A copy of Ms Roche’s presentation is available on the website.

Cllr. Lonergan asked if water charging would be introduced for all users and would this include individuals who use their own pumps or own their own water scheme.  In response Mr. Spain stated that it is proposed that anyone on public schemes should be charged.  Mr. Carley, Director of Services reminded members that these were submissions made in relation to the ‘Water Matters’ booklet and were under consideration.

Mr. Moore stated that a submission had been made in relation to the calculation of abstraction upstream.  He stated that this had not been reflected in the synopsis.

Cllr. Blake queried the position regarding the spreading of sludge.  In response Mr. Spain stated that the submission referred to the difficulties regarding the spreading of sludge.  Ms Glasgow informed the meeting that sludge spreading will continue to be the policy as at present.  Cllr. Blake asked about lead.  Mr. Carley stated that this was not an issue he was aware of.  He stated that there is a code of good practice for the spreading of sludge and issues only arise when the code of good practice is not implemented.  
6. Report on Pilot Study on Water Leakage

Mr. Michael Murphy from Kilkenny County Council outlined a presentation in relation to work carried out by Kilkenny County Council in the Thomastown area in respect of water conservation.

Cllr. Lonergan asked if there was some form of equipment that could be used to detect leaks.  Mr. Murphy stated that soundings were used and a correlator.  

Cllr. Blake referred to the usage per household.  Mr. Murphy stated that the average usage per household is 140 litres per person or 500 litres per household per day.  

Cllr. Daniels enquired if water had been taken from Waterford City.  Mr. Murphy confirmed that water was taken from Waterford City.  He stated that this network has the lowest level of leakage.  
4. POMS Studies Update 
Ms Glasgow provided an update in relation to the Programme of Measures.  Ms Glasgow’s presentation is available on the website.  Ms Glasgow informed the meeting that the studies were coming to a conclusion.
Mr. Moore asked how planning granted for developments which produce a comprehensive amount of effluent and require an EPA licence where it is proposed to discharge to water course e.g. the Burrin how does permission granted for such developments sit with the Programme of Measures for these waters.   In response Mr. Carley stated that until there are statutory instruments in place these issues will not be taken into account.  Mr. Carley stated that the consideration given to the planning application would depend on the knowledge of the individual assessing same.  Mr. Spain informed the meeting that the South Western RBD were in the process of drafting a training course to inform staff on how the standards should be applied.
Cllr. Byrne referred to the proposal to abstract water from the Shannon to Dublin.  He stated that the effect of water abstractions on bio-diversity would need to be examined.

Grace Glasgow informed the meeting that there is a technical study being carried out which is examining fish needs.  She stated that this study was being led by the Eastern Basin.  

A brief discussion took place in relation to forestry line buffers and issues with Fresh Water Peril Mussel and clear cutting by Coillte.  In response to issues raised Ms Glasgow informed the meeting in relation to the Fresh Water Peril Mussel that there were detailed plans carried out for 20 sites which will require inspections and this information will determine the position regarding the felling of trees.  Ms Glasgow stated that guidance on forestry will take account of the harvesting of older forestry.
7. Any Other Business
There were no issues raised under any other business.

8. Date and Venue of next meeting

The date of for the next meeting was fixed for 3rd September, 2008 in County Hall, Portlaoise.
PAGE  
1

