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South eastern River basin District Advisory COUNcil

2nd South Eastern River Basin Advisory Council Meeting

DRAFT minutes

Venue: The Arboretum, Leighlinbridge, Carlow

Date: Friday 28th April 2006 11.00am
1)
AGENDA

	General Meeting

	1. Introduction/Opening (Cllr. Martin Phelan Laois County Council)



	2.  - Adoption of Minutes of 1st SERBDAC Meeting (3rd March 2006)

-  Matters arising 

	3. Consider Co - option of 6 AMAI nominees


	4. Welcoming and introduction of co - opted members 


	5. Standing Orders Report


	6. Update of SERBD Management System


	7. Date of next meeting



	8. Any other Business


2) ATTENDANCE 


	Name
	Organisation

	Cllr. Martin Phelan
	Laois County Council

	Cllr. Vincent Blake
	Wicklow County Council

	Cllr. Michael Brennan
	Carlow County Council

	Cllr. John Carry
	Waterford County Council

	Cllr. Mark Dalton
	Kildare County Council

	Cllr. Eddie Fitzpatrick
	Offaly County Council

	Mr. Sean Fitzpatrick
	Kilkenny County Council

	Cllr. David Daniels
	Waterford City Council

	Cllr. John Foran
	Offaly County Council

	Mr. Dara Kavanagh
	Wicklow County Counil

	Cllr. Roger Kennedy
	Tipperary South County Council

	Cllr. Seanie Lonergan
	Tipperary South County Council

	Cllr. Michael O’Brien
	Kilkenny County Council

	Cllr. Patrick O’Donovan
	Limerick County Council

	Cllr. John Bonham
	Laois County Council

	Cllr. John Hogan
	Tipperary North County Council

	Cllr. Martin Miley
	Kildare County Council

	Mr. Eamonn Moore
	An Taisce

	Mr. J.J. Kavanagh
	IFA (Irish Farmers Association)

	Mr. Thomas Phelan
	IFA (Irish Farmers Association)

	Cllr. Sean Sherlock
	Cork County Council

	Cllr. Michael Smith
	Tipperary North County Council

	Mr. Patrick Byrne
	NARA – National Anglers Representative Association

	Mr. John Fitzgearld
	IWT – Irish Wildlife Trust

	Mr. Lar O’ Brien
	Co Wexford Community Forum & Executive Committee

	Mr. Dominic Reddy
	IWA – Irish Waterways Association

	Mr. John Power
	Wexford County Council

	Mr. John Howell
	Coillte Teoranta

	Mr. Brian O’ Loan
	Bord Iascaigh Mhara

	Mr. Simon O’ Mara
	Trout Anglers Federation of Ireland

	Cllr. Mary White
	Carlow County Council

	Mr. Henry Connolly-Rice
	IFA (Irish Farmers Association)

	Mr. John Glynn
	Irish Concrete Federation

	Cllr. Gus Byrne
	AMAI Wexford Town

	Cllr. Pat English
	AMAI Clonmel

	
	

	Cllr. Oliver Walsh
	Wexford County Council

	Apologies
	

	Cllr. John Halligan
	Waterford City Council

	Cllr. Michael O’ Riordan
	AMAI , Dungarvan

	Cllr. Malcolm Noonan
	AMAI, Kilkenny City

	Dr. Brigid O’ Reagan
	Carlow IT

	Cllr Pat Leahy
	Waterford County Council

	Cllr Roger Kennedy
	Tipperary South County Council

	Cllr. Kathleen O’ Brien
	AMAI, Portlaoise Town Council

	Cllr. Kevin O’ Keeffe
	Cork County Council

	Cllr Eddie Creighton
	Limerick County Council

	
	

	Present
	

	Mr. John Mulholland
	Carlow County Council_ Director of Services

	Ms. Eamonn Brophy
	Carlow County Council _ Secretary to SERBDAC

	Ms. Lisa Sheils 
	SERBD Project Co-ordinator, 

	Ms. Julie Brophy
	Carlow County Council

	Ms. Sandra Coorigan
	Carlow County Council


	Agenda Item
	Item under discussion

	1.


	Introduction/Opening
Cllr M.Phelan opened the meeting’s proceedings.
Apologies were extended on behalf of Dr. Brigid O’Regan, Cllr. Michael O’ Riordan, Cllr. Malcolm Noonan, Cllr. Eddie Creighton, Cllr. Roger Kennedy, Cllr. John Halligan, Cllr. Kathleen O’ Brien, Cllr. Kevin O’Keeffe and Cllr. Pat Leahy.



	2.


	Adoption of Minutes.
The minutes from the 1st SERBDAC meeting on March 3rd 2006, were proposed by Cllr Oliver Walsh and seconded by Cllr Seanie Lonergan. No matters arising.

	3.
	AMAI  Co - option of 6 nominees
Mr. Eamonn Brophy (Secretary) outlined to the meeting the nominations for co-option on behalf of the municipal authorities as recommended by the AMAI.

Cllr. Gus Byrne Wexford Town, Cllr. Kathleen O Brien, Portlaoise Town, 
Cllr. Michael ‘O Riordan, Dungarvan Town, Cllr. Pat English, Clonmel Town, 

Cllr. Des Hurley, Carlow Town, Cllr. Malcolm Noonan, Kilkenny City.
The cooption of those nominated was proposed by Cllr. John Bonham and seconded by Cllr. Mary White. 


	4. 
	Welcoming of all new Co-opted members
Cllr. Martin Phelan welcomed all new co-opted members to the Advisory Council and note that it was a sizeable group yet diverse group representing a good spread of representation across the SERBD. Cllr M. Phelan stated that for the record the full membership of the Advisory Council be read out to those present.

The Secretary read out the full membership of 45 members to the Council (see attached list).


	5.
	Standing Orders Report
The draft standing orders as circulated were proposed by Cllr. Mary White and seconded by Cllr. John Hogan.

The Standing Orders were adopted.


	6. 
	Water Framework Directive & SERBD Presentation –

 Lisa Sheils SERBD Project Coordinator

Lisa Sheils (SERBD Project Coordinator) outlined the content of the DVD and the information reports contained in the pack, produced by the SERBD project to date, that each delegate had received.

L.Sheils gave a brief presentation on the Water Framework Directive and the SERBD project to date - Outlining its objectives and implications for the management of Irish waters in order to achieve ‘good status’ for all waters by 2015.

L Sheils described what was involved in the key achievements to date and what the key and important dates and deliverables are in the future: 

2000 Introduction of WFD  -EU Directive
2003 Adoption of Directive into Irish Law 2003

2004 Establishment of 8 RBDs on the island of Ireland
2005 Characterisation of all waters in RBDs.

2006 Monitoring Programmes established & Public Consultation document on the Timetable for the RBMP, Classification tools developed, Environmental Quality Standards (EQS)  proposed.
2007: Significant Water Management Issues Report (SWMI)

2008: Draft River Basin Management Plans

2009: Final RBMP & Introduce the Programme of Measures (POMS).
2010: Introduce pricing policies for water use

2012: Implement a POM aimed at achieving good status by 2015

2015: Ensure that the River Basin Management Plans have delivered the required environmental objectives.
This is the final deadline for meeting WFD objectives
L.Sheils highlighted the role of the SERBD as the first and pioneering RBD and the continuing work been currently undertaken.

L.Sheils: Wished the SERBDAC success in their important future work with regard to assisting Ireland in achieving its WFD goal by 2015. L. Sheils emphasised the importance of the Advisory Council and their role in representing the citizens and organisations they are part of. Everyone has a major role to play in maintaining high status of those waters that exist as such now and ensuring the improvement of other waters to at least good quality. These are the challenging but rewarding times that lie ahead.
Cllr Martin Phelan (Chair) thanked L Sheils.
John Fitzgerald:  Noted that it is important that SERBDAC takes a real and informed role in the making of the RBMP (River Basin Management Plan) and that all relevant authorities and stakeholders are aware of the need to participate in its production. He noted there should be coordinated approach – involvement of development plans with water quality issues etc.
 JMulholland: Noted that this was a very valid and important note. He also highlighted that the RBMP will be written into law. The Advisory Council are at an advantage as to having information first hand.
Cllr Mary White: queried to what the role of the Advisory Council had with regard enforcement, pollution control etc

John Mulholland :Informed the group that there are enforcement bodies in existence –the Local Authorities, the EPA, the Fisheries Boards etc whose role it is to undertake regulatory enforcement.
Cllr. Seanie Lonergan: Informed group of a complaint he made weeks earlier to the Fisheries Board with regard pollution and no action taken.

LSheils: This is an issue for the Fisheries Board or the Local Authority to deal with and not the SERBD Project or Advisory Council.
Mr Eamonn Moore: informed the group of the NGO European Environmental Bureau (EEB) reporting on how Ireland was performing within the remit of WFD, saying it differed to some of what was presented by LSheils. 
LSheils: informed EMoore that the slide referred to was from a European Commission presentation and did reflect the Irish Status in Europe. The EEB may have a different view after reviewing the various Characterisation Reports submitted to Europe in 2005 from the Members States and the RBD is awaiting the results from the EEB questionnaire, some time soon. This will undoubtedly highlight issues to be debated and addressed.
Cllr: Vincent Blake: asked what statistics were available to show who was responsible for certain pollutions.

JMulholland: Informed the group that it was not the role of this project to ‘point the finger of blame’ at any individual sector. Everyone is responsible for water quality and its protection. That is why such a diverse group of public & private representatives are part of the Advisory Council, so all sectors of the community are informed and involved in the solution to improving and maintaining our water quality.
LSheils: Everyone has to take ownership and to be aware of their individual responsibilities to try and achieve the WFD objective of ‘good status’ by 2015. This is an inclusive process and it is vital the Advisory Council play their part by representing fully those who elected them.The Advisory Council will have a major role in recommending the RBMPs for 2009.
Sean Fitzpatrick: Asked for clarification with regard the term ‘At risk’ and what work has been undertaken in relation to ground waters.

LSheils: explained the term’ at risk’ and said that substantial work has been on-going with regard ground waters and that it was very much part of the catchment management, as laid out by WFD.
· For each WB, an analysis of pressures and impacts was required:  “Risk Assessment”

· an assessment of the degree of risk placed on water bodies by human activities

· “Risk”  means the risk that a water body will not achieve “good” status by 2015

· 4 risk classification scheme was adopted: 


[image: image1]
Cllr John Hogan: Asked where information on water quality can be sourced?

J Mulholland: The EPA produce reports on a regular basis and have a 3 year on going rotating monitoring programme. A further WFD monitoring programme is presently been worked on by EPA & RBDs etc. Due in June 2006 (as outlined by LSheils presentation).

Cllr John Hogan – Highlighted that sediment samples taken downstream of Lisheen Mines (by the mine authorities) had high level of ‘pollutants’ reported. He also referred to the general lack of sediment samples taken on a regular basis in contrast to water samples.

Cllr Michael O’ Brien requested that EPA should respond to these findings and noted that the Harbour Boards have historical data re: sediments in harbours.

LSheils: Informed the group that it is the Local Authority namely North Tipperary County Council and the EPA’s role to investigate such issues as Lisheen Mines & its alleged contribution to pollutive materials in sediments downstream of its operations. 
LSheils also informed the council that sediment sampling has being undertaken as part of the national Dangerous Substance Screening programme – which is still a work in progress and results are under review by the National Dangerous Substances Expert Committee.
John Fitzgearld: Requested that more Council meetings should be held rather than the proposed 2 per annum. 
E. Brophy:  Responded that a decision on how many meetings are to be held is a matter for the Advisory Council itself to agree on.
Cllr Mary White: asked if the group could have input into the agendas being set?
E. Brophy: Responded it is a matter for the Advisory Council to agree on.


	7.
	Date of next meeting

Cllr. Martin Phelan (Chair) - Friday 15th September 2006. Thurles, Co.Tipperary.
Venue to be confirmed.

	8.
	Any Other Business
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