Minutes of the South Eastern River Basis District Management Advisory Council Meeting held on 4th July, 2007 in the Newpark Hotel, Kilkenny.
Attendance:
Cllr. Vincent Blake, Wicklow County Council, 




Mr. Michael Brennan, Carlow County Council, 

Mr. Patrick F. Byrne, National Anglers Representative Association, 



Cllr. Gus Byrne, Wexford A.M.A.I., 




Mr. Henry Connolly-Rice, I.F.A., 




Cllr. Mark Dalton, Kildare County Council,




Cllr. D. Daniels, Waterford City Council,




Mr. John Howell, Coillte,




Mr. J.J. Kavanagh, I.F.A., 




Cllr. Martin Miley, Kildare County Council,




Cllr. Malcolm Noonan, Kilkenny AMAI,




Cllr. Michael O’Brien, Kilkenny County Council,




Cllr. Kevin O’Keeffe, Cork County Council,




Mr. Simon O’Mara, Trout Anglers Federation of Ireland,




Cllr. Martin Phelan, Laois County Council,




Mr. John Power, Wexford,




Mr. Dominic Reddy, Irish Waterways Association,




Cllr. Oliver Walsh, Wexford County Council,




Cllr.Eddie Fitzpatirck, Offaly County Council.

In Attendance:
Mr. E. Walsh, Director of Services, Carlow County Council,

Mr. B. O’Brien, G.I.S. Manager, Carlow County Council,

Ms G. Glasgow, Project Manager, Mott & McDonald  Consultants,

Ms F. O’Neill, Secretary to SERBDAC - Carlow County Council,




Ms Mairead Lennon, Carlow County Council. 

Apologies:

Dr. Brigid O’Regan, I.T. Carlow, 


     

Mr. Eamonn Moore, An Taisce,

Cllr. J Halligan, Waterford  City Council,

Mr. J. Fitzgerald, Irish Wildlife Trust. 

Absent:

Cllr. John Bonham, Laois County Council,




Cllr. John Carry, Waterford County Council,




Cllr. Eddie Creighton, Limerick County Council,




Cllr. Pat English, South Tipperary County Council,




Cllr. Sean Fitzpatrick, Kilkeny County Council,




Cllr. John Foran, Offaly County Council,




Mr. John  Glynn, Irish Concrete Federation,




Cllr. John Hogan, North Tipperary County Council,




Cllr. Dara Kavanagh, Wicklow County Council,




Cllr. Roger Kennedy, South Tipperary County Council,




Cllr. Pat Leahy, Waterford County Council,




Cllr. Seanie Lonergan, South Tipperary County Council,




Mr. Laurence O’Brien, Laois County Council,




Cllr. Kathleen O’Brien, Laois County Council,




Cllr. Pat O’Donovan, Limerick County Council,




Mr. Fabirce Richez, Bord Iascaigh Mhara,




Cllr. Michael O’Riordan, Dungarvan Town Council,




Mr. T. Phelan, I.F.A.




Cllr. Sean Sherlock, Cork County Council,




Cllr. Michael Smith, North Tipperary County Council. 
1. Introduction
The Chairperson welcomed the Members to the meeting.

2. Minutes 

The minutes of the Advisory Council meeting held on 28th March, 2007 were proposed by Cllr. Gus Byrne, seconded by Mr. Michael Brennan and agreed by the meeting.

3.
Significant Water Management Issues
Mr. Eamonn Walsh, Director of Services informed the meeting that the brochure on ‘Water Matters’ had been launched on 22nd June, 2007.  He stated that the publicity on the document had not been taken up in the local papers in Carlow.  He stated that it was important that the public were aware of the document. He stated that submissions were now being invited from the public on the issues raised in the booklet.  
Cllr. Phelan queried whether an article on the ‘Water Matters’ booklet had been placed in the Farmers Journal.  Cllr. Phelan asked if the members had any further suggestions as to how the booklet could be brought to the attention of a wider audience.
Mr. Dominic Reddy queried if there were any attempts to distribute the booklet to the public. Mr. Eamonn Walsh, Director of Services stated that it was intended to distribute the booklet to the schools and it was also available in the libraries.  

Cllr. Phelan stated that the booklet should be distributed at the agricultural shows.  

Cllr. Power suggested that companies such as Glanbia should be invited to attend and give presentations which would involve carrying out research and this might generate interest in this subject.

4.
Cryptosporidium Presentation 

Dr. Tony McNally Project Co-ordinator for North/South SHARE outlined a presentation on cryptosporidium.  The presentation is available on www.serbd.com.-
username – advisory, password is ac01.

Cllr. David Daniels referred to increasing development with septic tanks and asked if this was contributing to the problem of cryptosporidium.   In response Mr. McNally stated that one of the issues were group schemes. He stated that Group Schemes were more difficult to monitor.  He stated that if housing developments are on the public water supply then this is treated by a treatment scheme upstream.  He stated that septic tanks do have to comply with treatment systems, however, there was a reliance on the septic tanks being properly treated.  He stated that a properly treated system should not be a threat to the water supply.  

Mr. John Power queried if there was any DNA or RNA tagging.  In response Mr. McNally stated that DNA tagging  would not determine the species, however, it can be sent to the lab for further investigation in Wales. Mr. John Power stated that water quality could also be caused/effected by the spreading of  slurry.  He asked if there were any controls in place in relation to this.  In response Mr. McCann stated that there were no statutory controls, however, the REPS scheme could assist with minimising this problem.  He stated that most individuals do take care to manage the spreading of slurry in a sensible manner.  He stated that if there was a difficulty with the spreading of slurry which was leading to the contamination of waters then it would be a matter of enforcement.

Mr. Michael Brennan asked how many labs were available in Ireland for sampling of cryptosporidium.  Mr. McNally stated that there were three.   Mr. Michael Brennan referred to the outbreak in Carlow and stated that the problem was with private wells and other sources.  He stated that the water is now coming from Rathvilly.  He referred to planning permissions being granted and linking to plants which are out of date.  
Mr. Eamonn Walsh, Director of Services informed the meeting that there were new regulations being introduced where Local Authorities would be obliged to apply for a licence in relation to discharging to waters.  He stated that one important provision in the regulations will be that Planning Authorities cannot grant permission if one of the licences or certificates have been breached.  

5.
Any other Business

Cllr. Phelan stated that sub-groups were being set up to examine what has been achieved to date by the Advisory Council and also to suggest items for future agendae.  Cllr. Phelan requested volunteers for the sub-groups.  
Cllr. Phelan congratulated Cllr. White on her recent success in the General Elections and wished her well for the future.  

Cllr. Phelan stated that a request had been received from the Irish Concrete Federation for to give a presentation at the next Advisory Council meeting.  This was agreed by the meeting.

Cllr. Gus Byrne raised the issue of Rain Water Harvesting and asked if the Advisory Council could consider this matter.  Mr. Eamonn Walsh, Director of Service stated that there was a project being undertaken by Bolton D.I.T. which is a pilot scheme.  He stated that the preliminary results on the pilot project were due in the Autumn.  He stated that an update on this can be presented to the Advisory Council when the results are available.  

Cllr. Noonan stated that rain water harvesting could have an impact on development plans.  He stated that Kilkenny County Council were in the process of reviewing the Development Plan and he queried if there was any interaction between the SERBD and Kilkenny County Council into informing the Development Plan.   In response Mr. Eamonn Walsh, Director of Services stated that the project steering groups comprised of the Director of Services from the Local Authorities and each Director of Services would be familiar with the developments of the SERBDM.  

6.
Date and Venue

Mr. Eamonn Walsh, Director of Services informed the meeting that the Annual Conference would be held on 28th September, 2007 and he suggested that the next Advisory Council meeting be held after that date.  It was agreed to hold the meeting on 24th October, 2007.  

Cllr. Power proposed that the meeting be held in the Riverside Hotel in Enniscorthy, Co. Wexford.  This proposal was agreed by the meeting.
This concluded the business of the meeting.
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