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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

= The Water Framework Directive requires characterisation of each river basin district by December 2004.

=  This initial characterisation report describes the baseline condition of the South Eastern River Basin District
with regard to water body delineation and assessment of pressures in accordance with the requirements of

Article 5 (Annex II) of the Water Framework Directive.

= The report is based on analysis of existing datasets and has enabled identification of data gaps which need

to be addressed before the final characterisation report is submitted to the EU by December 2004.

= Trials are being undertaken by technical advisory groups (established to assist with implementing the Water
Framework Directive) in order to provide guidance on delineation of water bodies. These procedures are
likely to become available to the Project during 2003 allowing the development of water bodies maps for

the South Eastern River Basin District.

= A preliminary assessment of human activities within the river basin district has identified the key drivers

and pressures on the water environment.

= Datasets from existing monitoring programmes have been assessed to establish the condition of surface and

ground waters and the impacts of point and diffuse activities.

= Estimates of input sectoral nutrient load contributions have been developed for each principal subcatchment

to determine the relative significance of pressures and the risk they pose to water quality.

= An overview of existing management practices in relation to water issues is presented to assess current
compliance with existing legislative requirements and consider the effectiveness of existing measures in

order to guide the development of an Environmental Management System for the Project.

= Information gaps and actions required to enable final characterisation are highlighted. These gaps will be

addressed by future project activities such as monitoring programmes or at a national level.
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